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California Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Regional Planning Branch

1416 Ninth Street, Room 338

Sacramento, California 95814-5508

Attention: Mr. Tom Lutterman

Re:  Carpinteria Valley Water District; Grant Application from the Department of Water
Resources Local Groundwater Assistance Fund for a Groundwater Monitoring Well

To Whom It May Concern:

This firm serves as General Counsel to the Carpinteria Valley Water District (“District™).
The District has requested that this firm furnish you with a legal opinion related to the District’s
application for a grant from the Department of Water Resources Local Groundwater Assistance
Fund for a Groundwater Monitoring Well.

The District has requested we address the following issues:

1. Is the District a local public agency as defined in California Water Code section
10701(a)?

2. What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was
formed and is authorized to operate?

3. Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the
State of California?

4. Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that
ensure performance of the project and tracking of funds.
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Our response to these questions is limited by and based upon the information provided to
this firm by the District in regards to this matter. In addition, our legal analysis is expressly
limited to an analysis of the District’s general powers contained in the District’s enabling act.
Based upon and relying upon the information provided to us by the District and after
examination of such questions of law as we have deemed relevant in the circumstances, but
subject to the limitations set forth herein, we are of the opinion that:

1,2 &3. The District is a county water district organized and validly existing under
Water Code section 30000 et seq., commonly referred to as the County Water District Law. The
District is a “public agency” as defined by Water Code section 10815 (the relevant section of the
Local Groundwater Management Assistance Act of 2000) and serves local functions, and so is a
local public agency for purposes of Water Code section 10795 et seq. Further, based upon the
authority set out in the County Water District Law, specifically Water Code section 21048, the
District has the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California for a
grant from the Department of Water Resources Local Groundwater Assistance Fund.

4. - To the best of our knowledge based upon information provided to this firm by the
District concerning the form and purposes of this grant application, we are of the opinion there
are no partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure performance of the project and tracking

of funds.
Very truly yours,

MYERS, WIDDERS, GIBSON, JONES &
SCHNEIDER, L.L.P.

i
J. Roger Myers

JRM:gt
cc: Mr. Charles B. Hamilton, General Manager
Mr. Robert McDonald, District Manager
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